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Application Guidelines

Deadline for Online Applications – 9am Monday 25 October 2010
Are you an aspiring and inspired filmmaker aged 16 or over who lives, works or studies in the London Boroughs of Barking & Dagenham, Redbridge or Waltham Forest?

Three to four grants of a maximum of £2,000 each are available for emerging and experienced filmmakers to produce an original short film.  The award includes free professional support from an Executive Producer, free access to production facilities and opportunities for public screenings.

Film screenings will be held throughout 2011 at Redbridge Book and Media Festival in May and at Barking and Dagenham’s Film Festival.

___________________________________________________________

The Eastern Edge Film Fund represents a partnership between the London Boroughs of Barking & Dagenham, Redbridge and Waltham Forest. 

The following comments are designed to help you assess and improve the strength of your application for the Eastern Edge Film Fund. They have been drawn up by the fund’s Executive Producer to help you to increase your chances of being funded and to present your idea and yourselves in the best possible way when being assessed by the panel.

Pre application workshop:

We will be running a pre application workshop in September to assist you with your budget, script and planning. To register your interest in this please email artsadmin@lbbd.gov.uk
Online Application form (via www.filmlondon.org.uk/boroughfilmfunds):

Must be completed and submitted by 9am Monday 25th October 2010

Any supporting DVD(s) should be clearly marked with the name of the project and the applicant, placed in an envelope also marked with the project title and name of the applicant and posted (postmark latest Friday 22nd October 2010) or hand delivered by 5pm Monday 25 October 2010 to:

Michael McCormack, Arts Development Manager, 
Leisure and Art, 
London Borough of Barking and Dagenham 
4th Floor Maritime House, 
1 Linton Road Barking 
IG11 8HG

Eastern Edge Film Fund – Guidance for filmmakers
Please note: If your application is short listed you will be required to attend a short training programme and an interview at which you must ‘pitch’ your idea to the selection panel. For further details on the training programme please refer to the Training section at the end of this document.

Schedule:
A detailed schedule of key production stages will really help us to see how production-ready your film is in considering it for funding. Consider deadlines for each of the following:

· Pre-production: list deadlines for completing script, casting, locations, equipment bookings, etc

· Production: what are the exact dates you plan to shoot your film?

· Post-production: When do you plan to edit your film?

Budget:

An electronic template is downloadable within the online application form and needs to include the following items:

· Each film project commissioned within this scheme shall pay no less than the National Minimum Wage (NMW ) to all cast and crew eligible to receive it. The downloadable Budget template contains the latest NMW rates and FAQs.

· Camera equipment hire

· Sound equipment hire

· Studio hire/ location costs

· Tape stock

· Catering

· Editing hire

· Deliverables (see below)

· Be realistic with both your schedule and budget.


Technical information:
You need to tell us what format you are shooting in and what format the final product will be delivered on.

The Eastern Edge Film Fund requires all filmmakers to shoot on a 3-CCD video camera (i.e. not a domestic camcorder), and to shoot the films in DV Cam quality or another format of higher quality. Where possible you need to aim to complete the film to broadcast standards.

Please state the estimated running time of your film. Again be realistic. We are looking ideally for fiction films to be no longer than 10 minutes, and non-fiction films to be a maximum of 15 minutes.

As the budget for films is quite low and production time short we would encourage you to be realistic about the type of film you can make. As drama and fiction films can be very costly, requiring large numbers of personnel in terms of cast and crew we may look favourably upon projects requiring fewer resources such as documentary and animation. 

Script:
Whilst a completed script is not essential for the application, it will significantly increase your chances of receiving funding if you submit one with your application. For a fiction film, please follow the standard layout and allow one page per minute, and make sure it is typed. There are plenty of books and websites which show the correct format for a film screenplay.

For documentary, a detailed description of the film in the form of a treatment or list of scenes you intend to film is required. Again, information on how to write this and format it can be found online or in numerous books.

Your script or treatment should give the reader a clear impression of what is going to happen in the film from beginning to end, what the individual scenes are, the order in which they will be edited as well as the detailed information about the plot and the characters.

Useful resources:

www.shootingpeople.org

www.dfgdocs.com
www.talentcircle.org

Themes:
Please try to be original with the themes and ideas that you choose. We are interested in films that have a personal approach as well as those that follow genres. Whichever the case, you need to state your particular approach to making the film in your application in as much details as possible. For a fiction piece, storyboards would be particularly helpful. For non-fiction, a taster video or still photographs may be useful in presenting your ideas more visually. The panel is particularly interested in ideas and stories which feature people and locations from any of the three boroughs Barking and Dagenham, Redbridge and Waltham Forest.

CV and previous experience:
Please state any previous filmmaking experience you have had which might help us decide whether to choose your film for funding. You don’t need to be really experienced to get the funding but listing what you have achieved previously can help give the panel a picture of what experience you do have and whether you are ready or not to take on this production. You may want to team up with other more experienced filmmakers who can help strengthen your application. You should name them in the application or at least your intention to find them once the funding is in place.

Training:
Short listed film makers will be required to attend a bespoke training programme which is aimed at preparing you for your pitch and interview. The training programme will help you to focus your ideas, develop your script and budget and will be delivered by industry professionals. If you are not awarded funding, the training course will assist you in seeking alternative funds. The dates are not set for the training but we expect it to be held in November 2010, further details will be made available. An example of previous training sessions is provided.
Young Persons/Student Award:
The Eastern Edge Film Fund is offering one award of up to £1500 for young people under the age of 25 or full time students. If you are applying for this award please state this on your additional information form in the section requesting your film making experience to date. 
Deliverables:

If you are commissioned, you will be expected to deliver the film as follows to the Eastern Edge Film Fund by the deadline in 2011, please allow for these in your schedule & budget:

· 1 x DV Cam Master tape of your film in 16:9 widescreen format

· 3 x still photographs of your film in digital format on a CD

· A written 30 word synopsis of the film

· Full cast and crew names

Useful contacts:
London Borough of Barking and Dagenham email: michael.mccormack@lbbd.gov.uk or call Michael McCormack on 020 8724 8797


London Borough of Redbridge email: shermain.philip@redbridge.gov.uk or call Shermain Philip on 0208 708 2857

London Borough of Waltham Forest email: martin.oconnor@walthamforest.gov.uk or call Martin O’Connor on 020 8496 3591
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